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Sticky Note
Puerto Princesa (Wikipedia)

During the Pacific campaign of World War II and the Japanese occupation, the village was largely abandoned. On May 18, 1942, Japanese troops landed and occupied Puerto Princesa City.[17]  The Filipino Constabulary barracks was the scene of the Palawan Massacre, just before liberation with the allied Invasion of Palawan.[18]

The Invasion of Palawan (Filipino: Paglusob sa Palawan) consisted of a series of actions officially designated Operation Victor I and Operation Victor II, fought by U.S. forces against the Japanese military from 28 February to 22 April 1945 as a part of the campaign for the liberation of the Philippines during World War II. The aim of the invasion was the recapture of the southern islands of the Philippine archipelago and liberating them from Japanese occupation.
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On the ''bridge ,. of the s ixt y -knot 4'PT· 9/' flac11tip of th e mos quito Ree l , is Lt . EarlS. 
Caldwell, ~quod ron commander of the Nouy's first motor torpedo boot squadron,· Ro~ dlipper is 

at the atccrine dation below him. Emblem ol the aquadron is o moaquito ridinG a torpedo 

EVEN in a calm sea the toughest tars in 
Uncle Sam's Navy feel their knees 

buckling as the mosquito fleet bangs across 
the bay at fifty knots. 

And when you ride one of these floating 
bronchos at top speed down the slope of a 
fifteen-foot wave and smack head-on into 
that green wall of water on the other side 
-well, this is no place for a weak pair of 

legs or an uncertain stomach. Hand and 
toe grips are no great aid and comfort, and 
the old boatswain's command of "Both feet 
on the deck, sailor!" brings a grim laugh. 

The men who d es igned these boats 
planned them to fulfill a mission-getting 
somewhere in a grand hurry, doing a job, 
and pulling away with the same initial 
speed. It's up to the crewmen to work out 

One of the moJ'quitoc.r s•nds loam flying on a lost trial run. Even at top speed, howcuer, these trim 
11r1urcl• caus e remarkably little swell. Notice the torpedo tubes and twin reuoluing gun turrd8 
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their personal problems. Grabbing a bite 
to eat is one of them, and a serious one. 
You may be able to munch a sandwich 
while clinging to the saddle of a wild horse, 
but try downing a cup of coffee· and coffee 
is the standby of all good sailors. Man­

Aboue, the PT-9 s hows New York's waterfront a 
burst of speed. Lelt, boring a cylinder lor one ol th 
Packard marine engines wit/a a uertical turret lath 

country lanes in comparison with the fast 
little torpedo boats. 

Changing of watch and hifting stations 
must always be done beneath battened­
down hatches. To u e the deck would be 
suicidal. Going oii duty, the men climb 
into their bunks and immediately strap 
themselves in to relax and dream of to­
bogganing through a boulder field. 

Seamen in every sense of the word, these 
men are also speciali l in gunnery, tor­
pedo work or mechanics. Their training in 
these boats has been carried out hand in 
hand with consu·uction development; they 
are familiar with the capabili ties as well as 
the limitations of the craft. Their job thus 

( Continued to page 149A) 

ning battle stations, firing machine 
guns, launching torpedoes must all 
be accomplished under the same 
violent conditions-plus, in actual 
combat, the hazards of facing dive 
bomber and battleship fire. 

Three ol thc•e engine$ driue the mos quito'$ three prope ller• . 

No wonder the sailors of the 
mosquito fleet have t o be tough. 
They may be called upon to "take 
it" for twenty-four hours at a 
stretch. Some Navy veterans who 
'volunteered for the service had to 
quit and go back to the broad 
decks of the battleship, quiet as 
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Cutaway &Jicw aerO$$ the paees gives a glimpse of the. compact quarte:rs aboard a motor torpedo boat. 
Sketches below .suggest the terrUie :sting ol a mosquito fleet attack# ond the advantage of shallow dra_ft 
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The upper sketches indicate .some ol the uses of the mosquito in cooperation wit~ larger u:arships of the 
fleet and in convoy duty. It will be observed that the four torpedo tubes ore POinted oblcquely forward 
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American PT Boats in World War II Appendix II 
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