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Sticky Note
Puerto Princesa (Wikipedia)

During the Pacific campaign of World War II and the Japanese occupation, the village was largely abandoned. On May 18, 1942, Japanese troops landed and occupied Puerto Princesa City.[17]  The Filipino Constabulary barracks was the scene of the Palawan Massacre, just before liberation with the allied Invasion of Palawan.[18]

The Invasion of Palawan (Filipino: Paglusob sa Palawan) consisted of a series of actions officially designated Operation Victor I and Operation Victor II, fought by U.S. forces against the Japanese military from 28 February to 22 April 1945 as a part of the campaign for the liberation of the Philippines during World War II. The aim of the invasion was the recapture of the southern islands of the Philippine archipelago and liberating them from Japanese occupation.
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From WA Stoeckel Bible
Mindora Dec 26, 1944
6. PM.

Jap invasion fleet

90 miles out heading for

us. Only 350 men to hold

this point. Only about

30 rounds of ammunition

per man and about 50

of us with no guns.

We have only knives.

We will be second

line of defense. There

will be only two lines.

Darling, I love you

both and pray God

keep you. I have placed

your pictures in this

bible. Only God knows

if we’ll will live till

morning but we will hold
this point.
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With the

"MOSQUITO FLEET{

,/(V

On the “bridge” of the sixty-knot “PT-9,” flagship of the mosquito fleet, is Lt. Commander Earl S.
Caldwell, squadron commander of the Navy's first motor torpedo boat squadron; the flag skipper is
at the steering station below him. Emblem of the squadron is a mosquito riding a torpedo

{'VEN in a calm sea the toughest tars in

Uncle Sam’s Navy feel their knees

buckling as the mosquito fleet bangs across
the bay at fifty knots.

And when you ride one of these floating
bronchos at top speed down the slope of a
fifteen-foot wave and smack head-on into
that green wall of water on the other side
—well, this is no place for a weak pair of

legs or an uncertain stomach. Hand and
toe grips are no great aid and comfort, and
the old boatswain’s command of “Both feet
on the deck, sailor!” brings a grim laugh.

The men who designed these boats
planned them to fulfill a mission—getting
somewhere in a grand hurry, doing a job,
and pulling away with the same initial
speed. It’s up to the crewmen to work out

One of the mosquitoes sends foam flying on a fast trial run. Even at top speed, however, these trim
vessels cause remarkably little swell. Notice the torpedo tubes and twin revolving gun turrets

APRIL, 1941

their personal problems. Grabbing a bite
to eat is one of them, and a serious one.
You may be able to munch a sandwich
while clinging to the saddle of a wild horse,
but try downing a cup of coffee; and coffee
is the standby of all good sailors. Man-
ning battle stations, firing machine
guns, launching torpedoes must all
be accomplished under the same
violent conditions—plus, in actual
combat, the hazards of facing dive
bomber and battleship fire.

No wonder the sailors of the
mosquito fleet have to be tough.
They may be called upon to “take
it” for twenty-four hours at a
stretch. Some Navy veterans who
‘'volunteered for the service had to
quit and go back to the broad
decks of the battleship, quiet as

490

Above, the PT-9 shows New York’s waterfront a
burst of speed. Left, boring a cylinder for one of the
Packard marine engines with a vertical turret lathe

country lanes in comparison with the fast
little torpedo boats.

Changing of watch and shifting stations
must always be done beneath battened-
down hatches. To use the deck would be
suicidal. Going off duty, the men climb
into their bunks and immediately strap
themselves in to relax and dream of to-
bogganing through a boulder field.

Seamen in every sense of the word, these
men are also specialists in gunnery, tor-
pedo work or mechanics. Their training in
these boats has been carried out hand in
hand with construction development; they
are familiar with the capabilities as well as
the limitations of the craft. Their job thus

(Continued to page 149A)

Three of these engines drive the mosquito’s three propellers
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UPPER BRIDGE
LOWER WHEELHOUSE

DEFLECTED
COURSES
TAKEN

MACHINE GUNS 1
IN REVOLVING N\ ¥
TURRETS ESPECIALLY
USEFUL IN ANTIAIR -

,  CRAFT DEFENSE

s 5 . 4 , Loy
OFFICERS £ ] : . Ny O o MAY AID INTHE

PROTECTION

. QUARTERS
- OF CONVOYS

»TNT
JDEDT“'
: CHARGES™,
| s POWERFUL ) A
< PLANE-TYPE 3
MY MOTORS WHICH B\
“DRIVE BOAT 60 OR %
MORE MILES PER HOUR NN

) BOATS
COULD DISCHARGE 48 TORPEDOES

4 ; e S OSSN SMOKE SCREEN
12 RAlD"‘t Mosquwo : D 3 . =N = i s =, APPARATUS
IN ONE SWIFTATTACK {

g;:f:lu’,;ay zu;w across the pages 'f:.it'es.u glimpse of the compact quarters aboard a motor torpedo boat.
etches below suggest the terrific sting of a mosquito fleet attack, and the advantage of shallow draft

488

The upper sketches indicate some of the uses of the mosquito in cooperation with larger warships of the
fleet and in convoy duty. It will be observed that the four torpedo tubes are pointed obliquely forward
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American PT Boats in World War 11 Appendix Il
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HIGGINS INDUSTRIES, INC.
521 CITY PARK AVE.
NEW ORLEANS LA.U.S A

CONTRACTORS PLAN NO 2602-2D

ETE S

PT 71-84 & PT199-254
OUTBOARD PROFILE
AND
DECK PLAN

BUREAU OF SHIPS PLAN NUMBER

484576
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